
 

 

Look for additional information at www.aacps.org and use that site to locate the Davidsonville Elementary school website.  

This year, in an effort to be more 
available, I am setting up a couple of 

times for parents to join me in an 
informal roundtable. So often, I talk 
with parents at school events about 
things and I often think it would be a 

good topic for the greater           
community.  These meetings will 

have no agenda as it will just be an 
opportunity for parents to ask    

questions and gain information not 
traditionally provided in other     

settings. My goal is to do this again 
later in the school year, so if this 
month doesn’t work for you, stay 

tuned for additional dates.  
 

Tuesday, November 19th 9:30am 
Thursday, November 21st, 9:30am 

 

*These dates coincide with the  
Pastries with Parents Book Fair 
event that will take place before 
school on each of these days.  

 

 

 

 

 

November 
7-8..Early Dismissal Day, 1:55pm 
8...End of 1st Marking Period 
11...Grade 2 to the Balt. Aquarium 
12-13...Grade 4 In-School Fieldtrip 
14...Grade 5 to MathWalk—Annapolis 
14-22...Fall Book Fair 
15...Ice Cream Social & Book Fair 
18-22… American Education Week 
19...Parent Visitation, 2:30pm 
20...Report Cards to be Sent Home 
27-29...Schools Closed—Thanksgiving 
 

December 
4...Picture Retake Day 
5...Early Dismissal, 1:55pm 
9...PTO Holiday Shoppe 
13...Interims to be Sent Home 
20...Polar Express Day 
23-31...No School—Winter Break 
  

January 
1… No School—Winter Break 
2...School Opens 
17...Yearbook Groups and Candids 
20…No School—MLK Day 
24...PTO Family Fitness Fun Night 
28-29...Early Dismissal Day, 1:55pm 

Coffee with the Principal 

Counselor’s Corner 

 

Ezra Allen, Andrea Gunderson, 
Ella Cochrane, Skyler Wu,  

Owen Bortz, Adella Waldon, 
Hudson Gebhardt, Kendyl  

Kyllonen, Jax Linnell,  
Conor Young, Grayson Dougal, 

Sebastian Gough, McKayla  
Crouse, Arman Zahiri, Ethan 
Rhinehardt, Daniel Gunhus, 
Grant Johle, Gavin Kunst,  

Taryn Finnis, Henry Stelfox, 
Alyssa Saunders, Zoe Dedo,  

Eva Hardman, McKinsey  
Kyllonen, Charli Davies, Julia 
Fayer, Roman Addeo, Jillian 
Mezan, Peighton Mulligan,  
Riley Glenn, Tyler Vaziri,  

Mason Stanger, Taylor Adkins, 
Jackson Peeples, Riley Fitzwater, 
Cameron Silvestri, Henry Priehs, 

Sam Pittman 

During each school year, various 
drills are conducted to ensure we 
are prepared in the event of an 
emergency. For each drill, staff 
are involved in training ahead of 
time and discussing lessons 
learned afterward. Drills are dis-
cussed with students; however, at 
the elementary level, specifics of 
the threat are not shared with  
students. Our main goal is to 
teach our students to follow adult 
directions in all cases. This past 
month we engaged in a fire  
evacuation during a lunch shift. 
Practicing this routine in a     
different location was a good 
exercise and we will continue to 
practice this at all grades. Next 
up will be a lockdown drill that will 
allow us to practice identifying 
safe locations in an emergency.  

 October  
GREAT GATOR 

AWARDS  

Principal’s Message 
      

     November is often the “forgotten month,” as so much energy is put into Halloween, and then we quickly 
move into planning for the winter holidays. Thanksgiving is late this year, leaving almost all of November for 
us to focus on the concept of gratitude and empathy toward others. So many of the traits we teach do not 
come naturally for kids and it is important for all of us to help them to learn and internalize these concepts. 
Ask your children about the trait of the month and continue to ask them how they are demonstrating this in 
their daily lives. Together we can help them to become good humans and productive citizens.  
     With the end of the first marking period drawing near, teachers are busy working on report cards and 
providing meaningful feedback on student performance.  The goal of grading is to ensure we document   
student progress, while also giving feedback for future work. Two reminders: kindergarteners do not receive 
report cards during this first marking period and first graders will not receive a reading level code until next 
marking period. Report cards will go home on Wednesday, November 20th.   
     American Education Week is fast approaching and we are excited for you to visit the school. A flyer went 
home inviting you into classrooms on Tuesday, November 19th. We want to provide some time for you to 
interact with your children in their classroom settings. Teachers will have cooperative activities planned for 
parents and students. We want this visitation day to show the many great things going on at DES, but also to 
highlight that we are partners in this process. Whether you visit during this visitation day, come for the Book 
Fair, or come by at another time, know that we welcome you in and value your presence.  
     Thank you for your continued partnership! Don’t hesitate to contact me should the need arise. 

              Davidsonville Elementary School 

       Imagine, Believe, and Achieve 
            Mrs. Colleen Harris, Principal 

              Mrs. Stacy Levery, Assistant Principal 
                410-222-1655 (phone) 
                  410-222-1682 (fax)    

                                                        Health Room 410-798-0752 

SCHOOL SECURITY:  DES is equipped with a video camera system. It co-
vers selected interior and exterior public portions of the building and grounds. 
It is not monitored constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations. 
During certain events, when the safety or security of students may be in ques-
tion, authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency 
units may be given access to view images projected on the camera system.  

Crisis Drills 

     

    Perspective taking is a person’s 
ability to consider a situation from a 
different point of view. This         
important social skill requires      
individuals to put themselves in the 
position of others in order to imagine 
how someone might feel or think. 
This month we are focused on    
reinforcing the idea of empathy. Our 
goal is to coach children on what 
they might do in certain life         
situations, if roles were reversed. As 
school staff, we practice this valua-
ble and necessary social skill when-
ever possible. We see empathy as a 
necessary skill for our children to 
become kind and respectful adults. 
Whenever possible, help us rein-
force perspective taking in your daily 
family life. There are always lessons 
to be learned…especially while in 
traffic or at the grocery store. Sam-
ple Questions: What do you think 
they are feeling/thinking? How do 
you know? Why do you think they 
are feeling that way?  
 —Colleen Isett, cisett@aacps.org 
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